
INTERNSHIPS AT 
STARTUPS
The University of Melbourne is delighted to offer internship 
opportunities at startups, powered by Illume Foundation, 
a social enterprise providing innovative pathways for 
students and graduates into startups, as part of the 
CMCE20001 Commerce Internship subject and BUSA90525 
Business and Economics Internship subject.

https://www.illumefoundation.org/
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What is a startup?
A startup is a company or business typically in the early stages of its development that 
use innovation and/or technology to scale rapidly and capture global markets. 

All startups start out as small businesses, but not all small businesses are startups. 

Why intern at a startup?
Startups in early stages are searching for product/market fit, trying to identify ideal 
customers, which products and services those ideal customers purchase, at what price 
points, and how frequently they make those purchases. 

Whether you plan to start your own startup, work for one, or train to think like an 
entrepreneur, an internship at a startup can provide you a wealth of experience. As such 
startups focus on experimentation - continuously testing, iterating, and learning. This 
provides a training ground for entrepreneurial thinking, critical problem solving and 
innovative mindset.

Students who have interned at a startup through Illume Foundation have gone on to 
start their own business, work for a startup and even work for large companies like PwC, 
Deloitte, and Experian. 

What will you learn? 
Interns gain practical experience in real world challenges of startups, and theoretical 
insights into of innovation, entrepreneurship and impact, thereby building skills to 
transition from student to employee or start their own startup.

In addition, you will have the opportunity for 1:1 mentorship and peer to peer learning.

What’s involved?
To complete this subject, you must:

• have your placement approved by the Faculty prior to enrolment by submitting an 
application and your supporting documents;

• work at your placement for a minimum of 90 hours within the chosen enrolment 
period. Additional hours are acceptable if the assessments are completed by the end 
of the selected enrolment period, subject to final approval;

• attend weekly sessions at Illume Foundation for 8 weeks for cohort learning and 
mentorship as Illume Fellowship Program

• complete the pre- and post-placement assessment tasks within the enrolment period. 
Please refer to the relevant handbooks for the assessment components of the 
subjects.
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About the internship
• As part of the internship, you will be enrolled in Illume Foundation’s Fellowship

Program.

• The Illume Fellowship program runs for 8 weeks with weekly sessions at Illume
Foundation in addition to your internship at a startup. Sessions focus on startup skill
building topics such as lean startup, design thinking, social entrepreneurship, idea to
innovation, value proposition, startup pitching and career innovation plan.

• While the fellowship sessions are delivered virtually, the internship can be virtual,
in-person or hybrid depending on the host organisation. This will be confirmed before
your placement.

Internship Areas

• Customer Success

• Business Analysis

• Business Consulting

• General Business

• Marketing

• Product Analyst

• Project Management

• Sales

Types of Internships

• Internships can be paid or unpaid depending on the host organisation.

• All unpaid internships (including those with stipend) must be taken as part of course
credit towards your degree.

• You may be eligible for a non-course credit work experience if you volunteer at a not-
for-profit organisation.

• Unpaid internships in Australia must meet the guidelines set out by Fairwork

Ombudsman. Please see the website for guidance.

https://www.fairwork.gov.au/starting-employment/unpaid-work/work-experience-and-internships
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HOW TO APPLY: INTERNSHIPS AT STARTUPS 
POWERED BY ILLUME FOUNDATION

Step 1: Check your eligibility
• Ensure that you meet the entry requirements for your course. This subject is available

to Bachelor of Commerce students as part of the CMCE20001 Commerce Internship
subject and Melbourne Business School students as part of the BUSA90525 Business
and Economics Internship subject.

• Ensure that you can commit to the advertised hours of the position you are applying
for.

• Check that you have capacity in your study plan before you submit an application.
Contact Course Advisers at Stop 1 if you need more information.

• International students: please refer to working hours limitations attached to student
visas. Internship subjects are elective subjects which may count towards your working
hours, even if your internship is unpaid.

Step 2: Apply
Apply via the Illume Fellowship program website.

Step 3: Application assessment and outcome
• Your eligibility will be assessed, and placement and host suitability will be checked by

the Faculty of Business and Economics team.

• Illume Foundation will shortlist the candidates for interviews. You may be required to
interview with the host orgnisations through Illume Foundation.

• If you are matched to a startup internship, the subject coordinator will have the final
approval of your placement.

• If you have received a successful outcome, you will be given instructions on the next
steps and subject enrolment.

https://airtable.com/shr4vZkRjfQOXIWSm
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Contact us
If you have questions, please send us an email.

Program Type of enquiry Contact email
1. Commerce Internship
2. Business and Economics

Internship

All enquiries relating to 
eligibility, application process 
and enrolment.

FBE-internships@unimelb.edu.au

Illume Fellowship Program All enquiries about startup 
internships and the Illume 
Foundation Program.

info@illumefoundation.org

Learn more about Startup Internships

• Illume Foundation

• LinkedIn

• Instagram

• LaunchVic

• Why we should stop talking about diversity

mailto:FBE-internships%40unimelb.edu.au?subject=
mailto:info%40illumefoundation.org?subject=
http://www.illumefoundation.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/illume-foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/illume_foundation/
https://launchvic.org/
https://illumefoundation.substack.com/p/why-we-should-stop-talking-about?s=r

